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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 



ARABIA. 

Cholera In Yemen. 

Consul Moser at Aden reports February 15: 

The official statement of cholera in Yemen shows the occurrence of 
84 cases with 74 deaths from January 31 to February 12. Of this 
number 49 new cases with 54 deaths occurred at Hodeida. 

Medical inspection and quarantine measures were imposed January 
24'at Aden and Perim on all arrivals from Hodeida and adjacent ports. 

CHINA. 

fPlajpie m Manchuria and North China. 

Consul General Knabenshue at Tientsin reports February 7 : 

The Chinese Government recently requested several physicians now 
in its employ in combating plague in Manchuria and north China to 
telegraph information concerning the disease, its transmission, results 
of microscopical examination of the blood, etc. Their opinions were 
published in the issue of the Peking Daily News of February 4. 

" Dr. Wu Lien-teh, of the teaching staff, of the Chinese medical 
school in Tientsin, now on duty at Harbin, gives the following: 

"While principally pneumonic, 30 per cent of the cases are second- 
arily septicemic; 7 per cent primarily septicemic, rarely enteric. 
I have obtained pure cultures of the bacilli of each of these types. 

"Microscopical examination shows that the microbe has the usual 
cultural characteristics, and is apparently the same as that found in 
bubonic plague. 

"The few rats we have been able to examine have been found unin- 
fected. We have examined no fleas, these not being obtainable. 

"The virulence of the microbe is multiplied as it passes from man 
to man. There is considerable evidence that the disease is trans- 
missible by breath as well as through the sputum. Very close con- 
tact is, apparently, not necessary. Dr. Shu Shih-ming probably 
became infected merely through speaking with a servant. 

"There has come under my observation no authentic case of recov- 
ery. Drs. Mesny and Shu became infected despite their inoculation 
with the Haffkine vaccine. This was also the case with a number of 
the Russian medical assistants who died of the disease. The use 
of a respirator seems to be the most important precaution to be taken 
to protect the individual. 

' ' Dr. Mesny, whose death is referred to above, was a very promi- 
nent physician (French) of Tientsin, who was ordered to Harbin by 

(344) 



345 



March 17, 19] 1 



the Chinese Government immediately upon the outbreak of the 
plague in that city. Dr. Shu Shih-ming was a Chinese physician 
educated in America, who also fell a victim." 

"President Nakamura of the South Manchurian Railway, who was 
asked to give the consensus of opinions of the Japanese physicians at 
Dalny and in the railway zone, wires as follows: 

"Transmission through the, air for any distance has not been proved, 
but rapid infection from intimate contact is observed. No infected 
rats have been discovered. No recoveries have been reported. 
Technical phases of disease are now under investigation." 

CUBA. 

Transmissible Diseases. 

The following report of transmissible diseases in the island of Cuba 
issued by the National Department of Sanitation was forwarded by 
Acting Asst. Surg. Villoldo, at Habana, February 28: 

February 1-10, 1911. 
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Tuberculosis 

Leprosy 

Malaria 

Typhoid fever 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet fever 

Measles 
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Filariasis 
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No quarantinable diseases were reported in the island during the 
week ended February 25, 1911. 

ECUADOR. 

Plague and. YeUow Fever. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Parker at Guayaquil reports February 7 : 

During the month of January, 1911, plague and yellow fever were 
reported as follows: 

Plague. — At Guayaquil, 56 cases with 20 deaths, a decrease of 29 
cases as compared witn the preceding month; at Babahoyo, 14 cases 
with 4 deaths; at Duran, 7 cases with 5 deaths; at Milagro, 7 cases 
with 5 deaths. 

Yellow fever. — At Guayaquil, 39 cases with 15 deaths. 

The total mortality at Guayaquil during the month was 340. 
Population, 70,000. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
Rat Plague at Freston, East Suffolk. 1 

Consul General Griffiths at London reports, February 24 : 
In September, 1910, there were 4 deaths in the village of Freston, 
in East Suffolk, England, and the symptoms in each instance were 
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i See Public Health Reports, Nov. 25, 1910, p. 1730. 



